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Dear Mr Minister 

Dear Mr Director 

 

Ever since the adoption of the Single European Sky regulations in 2004, Europe has struggled 

and attempted to define the role and identity of its air traffic control services. In the latest 

attempt to date, Mr Horst Köhler, President of the Federal Republic of Germany refused to 

sign the Air Traffic Services Act (Flugsicherungsgesetz/FSG), which was about to allow the 

completion of the privatisation of DFS (Deutsche FlugsicherungGmbH), the German air 

navigation service provider. 

 

The MOSAIC group, comprising social partners and professional organisations representing 

every actor of the air traffic control safety chain, has now been working for many months to 

promote an ambitious and yet realistic European project: the construction of a single air 

navigation service provider for France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Belgium, the 

Netherlands, Luxembourg, and the Eurocontrol en-route centre located in Maastricht. 

 

Since the beginning of our cooperation, we have never ceased to propose the creation of a 

single European Air Navigation Service Provider (ANSP), on the basis of reinforced 

cooperation and in line with the European Treaty of Nice. We put Safety and Efficiency ahead 

of any other consideration. We therefore think that the provision of Air Navigation Services 

should be widely confirmed as a service of general interest of non-economic nature.  

 

The Mosaic project has been largely discussed, and is becoming well known. However, true 

practical decisions remain scarce. While we view the preliminary non-ratification of this Air 

Traffic Services Act as a positive sign, we expect more pro-active actions. Aside from most 

likely being unconstitutional, DFS privatisation should be seen as the bad move it constitutes 

for European aviation. Therefore the entire European Air Navigation Service Community 

should not just commend Mr Köhler’s decision but act constructively. 

The MOSAIC group members view the current situation as an invitation to further discuss 

and define together a common future for safety in the skies of the countries concerned 

(handling more than 71% of European flights). 

 

That is precisely the reason why we are turning to you directly. We urge you to allow, to 

facilitate and to actively pursue the discussions and exchanges of views, to achieve what we 

have been calling for: an enhanced harmonised safety in the European skies. 

 

Politicians, decision makers and social partners have to stand together. It is our common duty 

to open a new way, to explore new possibilities in order to build a single provider based on a 

unified European Safety standard in a region that will see its already very dense traffic 

increase even further. 
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We cannot afford to miss such a chance. It would be the failure of a safety system, but it 

would also mark a new setback in the construction of an operational, social and efficient 

Europe working for the greater interests of its own citizens.  

 

SESAR, the program of modernisation and infrastructure integration is now well under way. 

The professionals responsible for Safety in the skies will ultimately be those who will use 

whatever comes out of SESAR It is unthinkable to imagine that they should be denied the 

chance to cooperate fully and to share their own “know-how”.  

MOSAIC must see the day.  

Each one of us is responsible for making it happen.  

Not only is it a question of safety and security in the airspace of your own country, but also a 

question of safety and security for the populations affected by aircraft flying above them.  

You are, by law, responsible for it. 

We are, by duty, and through our functions, in charge of it. 

Together, we must act now. 

 

Yours, sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicolas Hinchliffe, MOSAIC Spokesman 

 

 

 


