
 "[air navigation control, […] is a task involving the exercise of public 
authority and is not of an economic nature, since that activity constitutes a 
service in the public interest which is intended to protect both the users of air 
transport and the populations affected by aircraft flying over them". (Extract of 
decision C.364/92 of the European Court of Justice). 
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To: CANSO 

By: E-mail. 

Object: Situation in Spain. Joint Mediation proposition 

Aix en Provence, 05th December 2010. 

Dear Sir, 

ATCEUC (Air Traffic Controllers European union Coordination) is the organisation 
representing 28 trade unions all over Europe and more than 13.000 members. 
We have witnessed with great concern the latest developments occurring in Spain. Our 
Spanish members kept us informed in real time of the events that resulted in the 
publication of the second Royal decree that was issued last Friday 3rd December, and 
more preoccupying of the entry of military forces and policemen in some ops rooms. 
We are extremely concerned with this latest development and fear that it could have 
adverse effects on Safety, the common objective and goal of all involved parties in Air 
Traffic Management. 
In a new era where the European commission promotes the Human factors as the 5th 
pillar of the SES II regulations and insist on the importance of this overarching factor, a 
solution must be found. 
The purpose of that letter is to propose to CANSO that both our organisations form a 
mediation mission tasked with assisting our Spanish members in their difficult 
negotiations, so that the situation in the operational rooms can return to normal as soon 
as possible. The length of the Spanish process, and the violence of the solutions to 
which both parties have resorted is testimony in itself of the difficulties they are facing 
and of the possible use of such a mediation mission, based on a balanced, coordinated 
approach from both our organisations. 
We place great hopes in that process, and look forward to hearing from you 

 
 
 
 
 

Volker Dick 
ATCEUC president 


